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Webinar Summary 

The Mediterranean wetlands are rich and diverse ecosystems, and important number of Ramsar Sites have 

been designated in the region. Their surface represents only between 1.7 and 2.4% of the total area of the 

27 Mediterranean and peri-Mediterranean countries that are Parties to the Ramsar Convention, and around 

1 to 2% of wetlands in the world. However, Mediterranean wetlands host an incredible number of endemic 

species and 30% of vertebrate species found in the Mediterranean hotspot are wetland-dependent. They 

also provide critical ecosystem services such as flood mitigation, erosion reduction, water quality 

improvement, just to mention a few. Unfortunately, Mediterranean wetlands are under threat and more 

than 48% of them were lost between 1970 and 2013. Invasive alien species (IAS) are one of the top five 

threats impacting Mediterranean wetlands and their biodiversity. 

According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), IAS are “animals, plants or other 

organisms introduced by man into places out of their natural range of distribution, where they become 

established and disperse, generating a negative impact on the local ecosystem and species.” In the worst 

cases, these species can even cause the extinction of native species and drive ecological devastation. 

According to recent studies, IAS are recorded as the sole driver of extinction in about 20% of species 

extinctions. 

Who or what are these threatening IAS? How can they affect biodiversity, environment, and people? What 

are the main recommendations to tackle this threat? These and other questions were covered during the 

webinar.  

Amongst the recommendations we discussed the importance of prioritisation of species and pathways 

following a hierarchical approach in six steps: Prevention, Eradication, Permanent reduction in population 

size, vigour or impact, Containment, Long-term management and Mitigation. Additional important 

considerations including animal welfare and ethical issues, and commercial use of IAS were also covered. 

Finally, an overview of tools and resources available were presented.  

Key data 

• IAS threaten 14% (28% on islands) of Critically-endangered (CR) terrestrial vertebrate species (birds, 

mammals and reptiles). CR birds (25%; 47% on islands) are the most affected (Dueñas et al. 2021). 

• IAS are recorded as the sole driver of extinction in about 20% of species extinctions (Bellard et al. 2016). 

• The total reported invasion costs in the Mediterranean basin amounted to $27.3 billion and were found 

to have occurred over the last three decades. 

• Invasives management needs to shift emphasis away from long-term control and towards Prevention, 

Eradication and Biological control, which together can be much more efficient and allow more problems 

to be dealt with for a given budget. 

• Interactions and impacts of Invasive Aliens Species in Mediterranean wetlands (storymap) 

http://www.medconservationmaps.org/story/Unwelcomed_guests
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