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Webinar Summary

The Living Mediterranean Report is an assessment of Mediterranean biodiversity. The natural resources of the
Mediterranean Basin have ensured the prosperity of human societies for thousands of years. However, the biodiversity
of this exceptional region is seriously threatened.

Covering an area of more than 2 million square kilometers, the Mediterranean Basin is a vast region that harbours an
exceptional biodiversity. This species diversity and its high rate of endemism makes it the second largest biodiversity
hotspot in the world. This biodiversity represents the natural resources that have enabled human societies to prosper
for millennia in the Mediterranean. However, over the last decades the rate and scale of human activities have had a
devastating effect on ecosystems in the region.

While direct threats such as over-exploitation of resources, damns, invasive species and climate change have an
obvious impact on biodiversity loss, the driving forces behind them, named indirect threats, are linked to our
institutional and socioeconomic models, models that do not respect our environment enough.

In the Mediterranean Basin, some of the pressures are demographic, with 500 million residents and a further 360
million tourists every year the region is very densely populated. 70% of this population lives in urban areas and is
concentrated near the coasts and major rivers. The Mediterranean countries have also mainly invested in economic
sectors with strong impacts on the environment: mass tourism, intensive agriculture, maritime transport etc. The result
of this are more green gas emissions than the global average, high levels of marine pollution and the overexploitation
of water resources.

Despite a general decreasing trend in biodiversity over the last decades, it is still possible to stabilize the curve of
biodiversity loss in the Mediterranean. The designation of protected areas, the restoration of degraded ecosystems,
the control of harvesting/hunting of animal and plant species, the integrated management of territories or waterways,
reintroductions to strengthen the populations of threatened species... These conservation measures have already
proven to be effective and we are going to discuss them during the webinar.

Key data

In order to determine the state of biodiversity in the Mediterranean in-depth research was done on to gather
monitoring data of vertebrate populations — birds, fish, mammals, reptiles and amphibians — in the region. In total
more than 80,000 animal populations were gathered since 1993, belonging to 775 vertebrate species, representing
26% of all the species in these taxonomic groups in the Mediterranean Basin. To date, this database is probably the
most well documented source on vertebrate population trends available in the Mediterranean.

The LPI indicates a 20% decrease in abundance of vertebrates in the Mediterranean between 1993 and 2016. This
result is an average with certain animal populations increasing during this period, others decreasing — but ultimately
the declines surpassed by far the increases.
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